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as to making your fortune; but you ought not to be so, for
a weighty reason you Insinuate yourself, that you cannot,
without a settlement, be master of your time in such a
manner, as to apply yourself to do something that may be
useful to the Church. I know It is not In your power to do
It when you please: but something may be done toward it
Get but a letter to the Government,1 from my Lord Treas-
urer, for the first good preferment; and you will, at the
same time, fill It with a good man, and perhaps prevent a
bad one from getting Into It Sure there is no immodesty
in getting such a recommendation. Consider that years
grow upon you; and after fifty both body and mind
decay. I have several things on the anvil, and near fin-
ished, that perhaps might be useful, if published; but the
continual avocation by business, the impositions on me by
Impertinent visits, and the uneasiness of writing, which
grows more Intolerable to me every day, I doubt, will
prevent my going any farther. Therefore lose no time;
qui non est hodie% eras mmus aptus erit. I am sure, you are
able to do good service; and give me leave to be Importun-
ate with you to go about It Caesar wrote his Commentaries
under the hurry and fatigues of a General; and perhaps a
man's spirit is never more awakened, nor his thoughts
better, titan In the intervals of a huny of business. Read
Erasmus's life, and you will find It was almost a continual
Journey.

You see how malicious some are towards you, in printing
a parcel of trifles, falsely, as your works.2 This makes It
necessary that you should shame those varlets, by some-
thing that may enlighten the world, which I am sure your
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fi The reference is evidently to the " Miscellanies by Dr. Jonathan
Swift," published in that year by Edmund Curll ("Prose Works,"
xii, 125), The contents of this little volume comprise the " Meditation
upon a Broomstick * and four of Swift's poems, to which is prefixed
the " Complete Key to the Tale of a Tub " (supra^ p. 184, n. i). There
was ajsp published early in that year by John Morphew," Miscellanies
in Prose and Verse," which contains Swift's tracts on religious subjects,
a$ well as many of his poems. In that volume his name is not men-
tioned. The collection which it contains is the one to which allusion
is made in Swift's letter to Tooke (supra^ p. 185), with the addition of
the aLetter upon the Sacramental Test" and the poem upon "Sid
Hamet the Magician's Rod." It is difficult to believe that the author
had so little part in the publication as the publisher's notes assert.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